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(UNITED NATIONS SINGLE CONVENTION ON
NARCOTIC DRUGS, 1961)
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A.FA.1961
PREAMBLE

The Parties, Concerned with the health and welfare of
mankind,

Desiring to conclude a generally acceptable international
convention replacing existing treaties on narcotic drugs,
limiting such drugs to medical and scientific use, and
providing for continuous international co-operation and
control for the achievement of such aims and objectives,



GLOBAL ESTIMATES OF THE NUMBERS OF DRUG USERS
IN MILLIONS (2020)

Cannabis Opioids Amphetamines Cocaine *“Ecstasy”
21 20
(37 78) (29 41) (18-26) (9-36)
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Schedule | Cannabis and cannabis resin and extracts
and tinctures of cannabis

Sehedule IV-C L | L -

Schedules of the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961
as amended by the 1972 Protocol, as at 11 June 2021
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His Excellency

Tel. direct: +4122 791 Mr Antonio Guterres

Fax direct: +4122791 Secretary-General of the United Nations
E-mail: New York, NY 10017

In reply please USA

refer to: ECDD41

Your reference:

24 January 2019

Dear Mr Secretary-General,

The forty-first meeting of the WHO Expert Committee on Drug Dependence (ECDD)
convened from 12 to 16 November 2018 at WHO headquarters in Geneva. Following
recommendations made by the fortieth ECDD in June 2018 regarding the pre-review of
cannabis and cannabis-related substances, the forty-first ECDD carried out critical reviews of
these substances to determine the most relevant level of international control for cannabis and
cannabis-related substances and whether the World Health Organization (WHO) should
recommend changes in their level of control.

In addition, the forty-first WHO ECDD reviewed ten New Psychoactive Substances
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His Excellency, Mr Anténio Guterres
Secretary-General of the United Nations, New York Page 2

Cannabis and cannabis-related substances
Lannaols and cannabis-reiated substances

— Cannabis and cannabis resin

* To bedeleted from Schedule IV of the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs
(1961)

~ Dronabinol (delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol)
* To be added to Schedule I of the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs (1961)

* To be deleted from Schedule II of the Convention on Psychotropic Substances
(1971), subject to the CND’s adoption of the recommendation to add dronabinol
and its stereoisomers (delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol) to Schedule I of the Single
Convention on Narcotic Drugs (1961)

Tetrahydrocannabinol (Isomers of delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol)

* Tobe added to Schedule I of the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs (1961)
subject to the CND’s adoption of the recommendation to add dronabinol and its
stercoisomers (delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol) to Schedule I of the Single
Convention on Narcotic Drugs (1961)

* To be deleted from Schedule I of the Convention on Psychotropic Substances
(1971), subject to the CND’s adoption of the recommendation to add
tetrahydrocannabinol to Schedule I of the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs
(1961)

= Extracts and tinctures
= To be deleted from Schedule I of the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs (1961)

= Cannabidiol preparations
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KEY ISSUES

Cannabis accounts for a substantial share of global drug-
related harm, owing in part to its high prevalence rates.

Some 40 per cent of countries reported cannabis as the
drug associated with the greatest number of drug use
disorders, and 33 per cent reported it as the main drug of
concern

for those in drug treatment

Early indicators point to wide-ranging impacts of cannabis
legalization in jurisdictions in North America on public
health, public safety, market dynamics, commercial
iInterests and criminal justice responses
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WORLD DRUG REPORT 2022

As more people use cannabis, the likelihood of their
suffering medical and health consequences also increases
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Cannabis use and frequency of cannabis use are
associated with depression and suicide
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Article 2

b) “Cannabis” means the flowering or fruiting tops of the
cannabis plant (excluding the seeds and leaves when not
accompanied by the tops) from which the resin has not been

extracted, by whatever name they may be designated.
c) “Cannabis plant” means any plant of the genus Cannabis,

d) “Cannabis resin” means the separated resin, whether
crude or purified, obtained from the cannabis plant.
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Article 22
SPECIAL PROVISION APPLICABLE TO CULTIVATION

1. Whenever the prevailing conditions in the country or a
territory of a Party render the prohibition of the cultivation of

the opium poppy, the coca bush or the cannabis plant the
most suitable measure, in its opinion, for protecting the
public health and welfare and preventing the diversion of
drugs into the illicit traffic, the Party concerned shall prohibit
cultivation.

2. A Party prohibiting cultivation of the opium poppy or the
cannabis plant shall take appropriate measures to seize any

plants illicitly cultivated and to destroy them, except for small
quantities required by the Party for scientific or research
purposes.
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Article 28 CONTROL OF CANNABIS

1. If a Party permits the cultivation of the cannabis plant for the
production of cannabis or cannabis resin, it shall apply thereto
the system of controls as provided in article 23 respecting the
control of the opium poppy.

2. This Convention shall not apply to the cultivation of the
cannabis plant exclusively for industrial purposes (fibre and
seed) or horticultural purposes.

3. The Parties shall adopt such measures as may be
necessary to prevent the misuse of, and illicit traffic in, the
leaves of the cannabis plant.
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