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Abstract

This research aims to: study the framework and follow-up evaluation of the marijuana policy,
examine problems and challenges of the implementation of the marijuana policy, and explore
approaches to improve the implementation of the marijuana policy in Nong Khai province. The
research methodology is qualitative, utilizing in-depth interviews and group discussions. The
data were collected from 124 participants of the target group, which consisted of:
representatives from Nong Khai Narcotics Control and Prevention Center, community leaders,
associated networks on marijuana policy, governing agencies, District Health Promoting
Hospital, hospitals, schools, Volunteer Defense Corps, Probation Office, Office of the
Narcotics Control Board, Nong Khai Correctional Institution, Nong Khai Juvenile Observation
and Protection Center, Office of social Development and Human Security of Nong Khai, and
other parties involved in marijuana policy. The data were analyzed using content analysis.

(1)The results showed that the implementation of the marijuana policy was carried out through
some processes. A meeting was initially arranged among the village headmen, the village
associated chief, and villagers who are interested in growing marijuana. The villagers
subsequently registered their names under a community enterprise group. Practically, even
though the free (legalized) marijuana policy was implemented, villagers (marijuana enthusiasts)
are not permitted to freely grow marijuana to be used as either cash crops or ingredients in
cooking and cosmetics. Villagers merely perceived and followed news on marijuana via media
(television, the Internet, radio and newspapers), and some close circles who are members of a
local political party.

(2) With respect to their viewpoint on the free marijuana policy, the informants neither agreed
nor disagreed with the policy. Several problems, obstacles and limitations on the policy were
identified. The coordination among related agencies lacked flexibility. There was no central
liable agency. An official communicator to clarify the free marijuana policy was absent. The
second-hand information on marijuana policy was basically circulated among villagers through
community leaders that attended local meetings. In addition, there was a lack of persistent
public relations and follow-up evaluation as well as the involvement of community leaders.
Marijuana enthusiasts were confused about the free marijuana policy.

(3) Even though the free marijuana policy may have had an impact on medicine, (4) the
economy and (5) social aspects, it was discovered that most people were unaware of the
marijuana components that can be used to treat diseases. They had no knowledge of how to use
marijuana properly so that it will not harm or have side effects on health. Villagers did not
clearly comprehend that marijuana is an important cash crop that generates a high revenue and
can be used for recreation. Even though marijuana can be used for stress and depression relief,
it is costly for law enforcement to control and suppress marijuana abuse. Furthermore, villagers
were not informed that too much marijuana can cause hallucinations, arguments, and physical
abuse.

Researchers suggest that all relevant agencies should be integrally involved in implementing
the marijuana policy. There should be preventive measures thwarting marijuana smuggling
from neighboring countries along the border provinces. Some operational plans on marijuana
must be consistent with the national development plans. Community members must be
educated on the free marijuana policy, including the importance, benefits and harm of
marijuana.
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