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Abstract

This study is a qualitative research which aimed to evaluate the results and learn the effects of a
compulsory system for treating drug addicts by using the area of Songkhla province and people who have
at least 1-year experience in joining the treatment process or the compulsory measure as the case studies.
There are also other case studies ,including people who are related to the drug addicts, the community
leaders, the staff from an addiction treatment center, the police officers and other local people, in order to
inspect a consistency of the information and collect the opinions and the suggestions from each group of
people. Also the highlighted point of this research is to truly observe the information from the end-point of
the compulsory measure. Therefore, a process of choosing case studies for the research is emphasised on
observing and selecting the main groups of local people from the community by coordinating with the
community leaders or other local people in order to find the people who have the perfect qualifications
before contacting them to explain the process and asking if they would like to be in the project. In-dept
interview, focus group and participant observation are the ways how the researcher collected the

information.

During the period of researching, there were 42 people who had the perfect qualifications as the
case studies. 35 of them had participated in the research. And from this group, there were 21 of them who
had fully participated in the research and their information were consistent with the information from
other sources. Therefore, the information from this group is used as the main one for evaluating the result
in order to make it consistent with the truth as much as possible. While the information from other case

studies will only be in some important and credible topics.

From the main case studies who had at least 1-year experience in the compulsory measure, the
research found that there are only 4 out of 21 people who have quitted using drugs permanently.
Three-quarters quitted permanently because of the complete compulsory measure while another one
continued using drugs again after 1 year of the compulsory measure before quitting completely by
himself. This is also because of the knowledge he had learnt from the compulsory measure. For other 17
people, the research found that they still continue using drugs again for at least 1 day and at most 2-3
years after the compulsory measure. The research also found that there are 9 out of these 17 people who
shared the same information that they can quit all kinds of drug after the compulsory measure including

amphetamine, marijuana and heroin but not Mitragyna speciosa.



They think that Mitragyna species is not one of those drugs. It is just one of the drinks in the party.
Therefore, they don’t think it’s important to quit using Mitragyna speciosa. While other 8 people still

continue using the same drugs.

About the personal effects, the research found that there are changes mostly on health, emotions,
lifestyle and behaviour in positive ways. But there is also negative change; which is not being able to live
their normal life since they have been imprisoned. About the family effects, the research found that there
are mostly positive effects. The research also found that the compulsory measure is the solution for
families who are facing drug addiction. There are not much social effects from the compulsory measure.
There is no any positive changes on crime, quality and economy of the community because drug problems

still continue expanding especially on the younger generation.
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